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“Certain indirect legal effects could flow from the eventual admission of Palestine to some international
organizations and treaties, as well as the overall increase in political legitimacy and legal personality. A
number of gains can be asserted from the upcoming strategy, both pertaining to access to accountability
mechanisms for Israel’s violations of international law, which have so far benefitted from a climate of
impunity where justice has been held hostage by the politics of the ‘negotiations table’ and the misnamed
‘peace process.” The benefits of enhancing Palestine’s international legal personality can be classified in
a two-fold manner: (1) further possibilities to adjudicate claims of violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law; and (2) the possibility to gain further influence over the international
community’s willingness to put an end to Israel’s violations.
Firstly, the accession to international organizations and treaties will provide access to new international
fora and justice avenues, including the UN human rights treaty bodies and special procedures, for Israel’s
violations of international law, which are widely acknowledged and have been condemned countless
times by different UN bodies.
Importantly, this will also facilitate access to the ICC, where a favorable impact of even a GA resolution
(recommending the recognition of Palestine) could assist both the prospective acceptance of Palestine’s
declaration under Article 12(3) of the Statute of the ICC, and its potential ratification of the Statute of
the ICC. Another option that will become available is requesting an advisory opinion from the ICJ on
the illegal character of Israel’s occupation, due to its persistent violations of international law, including
the law of occupation and the prohibitions of apartheid and colonialism. Palestinians would also gain
further political leverage to pressure the international community to comply with its responsibility (under
the UN Charter, the international law of State responsibility and Common Article 1 to the Geneva
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Conventions) to bring Israel’s violations of international law to an end, including by strengthening the
possibility to get the UN to define the Israel-Palestine conflict as a ‘threat to international peace and
security’ in order to allow for the use of UN collective measures against Israel
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