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" Legal reasoning

97. In order to demonstrate that the right of the child to have his or her best
interests assessed and taken as a primary consideration has been
respected, any decision concerning the child or children must be
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motivated, justified and explained. The motivation should state explicitly
all the factual circumstances regarding the child, what elemenits have
been found relevant in the best-interests assessment, the content of the
elements in the individual case, and how they have been weighted to
determine the child’s best interests. If the decision differs from the views
of the child, the reason for that should be clearly stated If, exceptionally,
the solution chosen is not in the best interests of the child, the grounds for
this must be set out in order to show that the child’s best interests were a
primary consideration despite the result. It is not sufficient to state in
general terms that other considerations overrvide the best interests of the
child; all considerations must be explicitly specified in relation to the
case at hand, and the reason why they carry greater weight in the
particular case must be explained, The reasoning must also demonsirate,
in a credible way, why the best interests of the child were not strong
enough to be outweigh the other considerations. Account must be taken
of those circumstances in which the best interests of the child must be the
paramount consideration (see paragraph 38 above).”
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"It is still a common misconception that {especially younger) infants are
“resilient” and can manage moves from one foster carer to another
when they haven't spent much time with them.. or that the infant can
manage moves between home and foster care. However, the disruption
of attachment ties with foster parents is likely to constitute a severe
trauma that reinforces feelings of abandonment with short-term
reactions such as anxiety sleeping disorders, angry outbursts,
destructive behaviors and denial of affect..
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