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‘Eguality between women and men is a matter of human rights and a condition for
social justice and is also a necessary and fundamental prerequisite for equality,
development and peace. A transformed partnership based on equality between women
and men is a condition for people-centered sustainable development. A sustained and
long-term commitment is essential, so that women and men can work together for
themselves, for their children and for society to meet the challenges of the twenty-first
century.’

- Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, Fourth World
Conference on Women,
15 September 1995, Mission Statement, Chapter 1.
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While mainstreaming is clearly essential for securing human rights and social
justice for women as well as men, it also increasingly recognized that
incorporating gender perspectives in different areas of development ensures
the effective achievement of other social and economic goals. Mainstreaming
can reveal a need for changes in goals, strategies and actions to ensure that
both women and men can influence, participate in and benefit from
development processes. This may lead to changes in organizations —
structures, procedures and cultures — to create organizational environments
which are conducive to the promotion of gender equality.

Angela E.V. King

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on
Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, 2002
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"Gender mainstreaming is a globally accepted strategy for promoting gender
equality. Mainstreaming is not an end in itself but a strategy, an approach, a means to 5
achieve the goal of gender equality.”

- United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women, 2015
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People and their talents are two of the core drivers of sustainable, long-term economic
growth. If half of these talents are underdeveloped or underutilized, the economy will never
grow as it could.... But the benefits [of gender mainstreaming] go far beyond the economic
case. There is another simple and powerful reason why more women should be empowered:
fairness. Women represent one half of the global population ~ they deserve equal access to
health, education, influence, earning power and political representation.

Their views and values are critical for ensuring a more prosperous and inclusive common
future. Humanity's colfective progress depends on it.

Klaus Scwab, Founder and Executive Chairman, The World Economic Forum
The Global Gender Gap Report, 2014
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